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Maryland State Police 

“A deadline is the difference between a dream and a goal.” 
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Lab analysis took more than a year to link Baltimore man to rape 

Before arrest could be made, police say, man had raped again 
 

By Justin Fenton, The Baltimore Sun 

8:03 p.m. EST, February 20, 2014 

It took the Baltimore Police crime lab well over a year to link a Southeast Baltimore man to a 2012 rape because of a backlog in DNA analysis. Before 

officers could arrest him, police say, he attacked again. 

Bernard Burton, 25, was charged last week in connection with two cases that occurred in the same area of Southeast Baltimore — one in July 2012 and one 

this month. Because the attacks were similar, police ordered a comparison of DNA evidence from both scenes and say they quickly found a link to Burton. 

Burton had remained on the street as DNA from the first incident slogged through the system, caught in a backlog that at one point reached 1,500 cases. 

Though Burton is a convicted felon whose genetic information is in a state database, the case was deemed lower priority because police had no suspect. 

Police said they have significantly cut down on the backlog, reducing it to about 440 cases. They also pointed out that the first case was slowed in part 

because the victim left the country. 
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